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This course is devoted to selected topics in theory and research
in second language acquisition and their pedagogical
implications. Graduates will develop knowledge and critical
awareness of issues pertinent to the acquisition of second
languages, and use this knowledge to critically assess their own

teaching practice.

1. Apply SLA research, approaches, and pedagogical
implications in understanding and making
recommendations for English learners

2. Describe the processes that take place in learning a second
language

3. Analyze the role multilinguality plays in learning language
and in identity development

4. Explain how SLA processes and language learning theories
may influence teaching practices and program models.

5. Understand the challenges of learning languages, and
identify multiple factors that inhibit ELL from reaching
advanced or academic language proficiency.
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6. Use data documented in journal (from observations,

interviews, work samples, formal and informal assessment)
to understand and make recommendations for a student

learning English.

Course Outline:
Semester A: 1. Introduction: Popular views about language learning
2. Neurolingustic issues: an overview
3. Psycholinguistic issues: L1 vs L2 vs L3 acquisition,
cognitive processes, the multilingual lexicon, age,
multilinguality and multicompetence
4. Sociolinguistic issues: attitudes, motivation, identity,
pragmatics, bilingualism and multilingualism;

multicompetence

Semester B: 1. Pedagogical issues: vocabulary acquisition and teaching,
learner carachteristics, the impact of multimedia in
learning and teaching, Nation's 4 strands, cognitive and
metacognitive strategies, oral fluency research and
teaching

2. Classroom research
3. Student presentations: seminar or term paper topics; one

selected article

Methods of Teaching: Class discussions based on readings, activities based on digital

resources and student presentations

Course Requirements: 1. Active attendance and participation; punctuality
2. Completion of all reading and observation assignments;

keeping a journal
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3. Mid-course exam (during the semester break)

4. Progress report on topic and sources to be used in term
paper

5. Term paper (lecture option: due July 24, 2013, final
submission date August 24, 2013)
Seminar paper (seminar option: due August 24, 2013, final
submission date the last day of Semester A 7"ywn)

6. Inaddition to the list of mandatory readings, students will
be assigned additional short articles for report in the

reading groups

Assessment: An interim grade will be given at the end of semester A based
on the assignments completed during the semester. The final
course grade is calculated according to the percentages listed

above.

Lecture option: 10% English Mastery and class participation, attendance,
punctuality
10% Oral presentation; leading class discussion
10% Short journal-based educated reflection on selected
topic
35% Mid-term exam (open-book)
35% Term paper

Seminar option: 10% English Mastery and class participation, attendance,
punctuality
10% Oral presentation; leading class discussion
10% Short journal-based educated reflection on selected
topic

20 % Mid-term exam (open-book)
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50% Seminar paper
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